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SUBJECT: LAWS GOVERNING ARMS EXPORTS 

REF: STATE 28053 

1 . SECTION 10 OF LAW OF JAN.27, 1933, ON IMPORTATION, 

EXPORTATION, SALES AND POSSESSION OF FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION 
PROVIDES THAT EXPORTS OF WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION PERMITTED 
ONLY ON PERMISSION OF COUNCIL OF STATE. 

2. DECREES 318 AND 319 OF 1938 CONTAIN EXTENSIVE LIST OF 
WEAPONS BANNED FROM EXPORT. 

3. IN THE CASE OF CIVILIAN FIREARMS (FOR HUNTING. TARGET 
PRACTICES, ETC.), APPLICATION FOR EXPORT PERMISSION IS MADE 
TO THE MINISTRY OF INTEIOR WHICH, AFTER EXAMINATION OF THE 
DOCUMENT AND COUNTRY OF DESTINATION INVOLVED, PRESENTS THE 
CASE TO THE COUNCIL OF STATE FOR ITS DECISION AND PERMISSION. 

IF MILITARY WEAPONS ARE INVOLVED, THE RESPECTIVE PETITION FOR 
EXPORT PERMIT MUT BE MADE TO THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE WHICH 
SUBSEQUENTLY PRESENTS THE CASE TO THE COUNCIL OF STATE 

FOR ITS DECISION AND PERMISSION. SHOULD THE PERMIT BE 
REQUESTED FOR ARMS EXPORTS TO THE SO-CALLED ' CRISIS AREAS," 

A STATEMENT ON THE ISSUE IS REQUESTED FROM THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY WHICH MAKES A DEFINITIVE RECOMMENDATION 
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OR MINISTRY OF DEFENSE THEN FORWARDS THIS RECOMMENDATION 
TO THE COUNCIL OF STATE THAT THE REQUESTED PERMIT BE 
GRANTED OR DENIED. IF STATE OF WAR PREVAILS IN THE 
COUNTRY OF DESTINATION.NO PERMIT FORFIREARMS EXPORTS 
IS GRANTED. 

4. FINNISH LAW DOEST NOT HAVE PROVISION FOR EXPORTS OF 
FIREARMS BY PRIVATE PERSONS, LATTER MAY TAKE ABROAD 
THEIR OWN PERSONAL WEAPONS ALONG WITH AMUNITION 
PROVIDED THAT SUCH PERSONS HAVE VALID LICNSES TO 
POSSESS THE WEAPONS. 

5. IF THE COUNCIL OF STATE PERMITS THE EXPORT OF 
FIREARMS OR AMMUNITION. CUSTOMS AUTHORITIES SHALL SEE 
TO IT THAT THE PROVISIONS OF THE EXPORT PERMIT ARE COM- 
PLIED WITH BY THE EXPORTER. BOTH ACTUAL IMPORTS AND 
EXPORTS OF FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION ARE UNDER THE CONTROL 
OF THE BOARD OF CUSTOMS. 
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